lion of securing a just,  stable and lasting peace for the
future.
Justice requires, in the first place, that we .should
genuinely take account of the interests of the countries
which were subjected to attack and suffered as a result of
aggression. The Soviet Union, which itself became the object
of attack from various directions and bore the exceptionally
heavy burden of invasion by the fascist hordes of Germany,
as well as of Italy, Rumania, Hungary and Finland, deeply
sympathizes with all nations which suffered from aggres-
sion.
From this platform the Soviet Union again greets the
peoples of the Allied countries who waged a self-sacrificing
struggle against our common fenemies, and expresses its un-
shakable desire to render them support in their just de-
mands for the punistaient of war criminals, for compensa-
tion for damage inflicted on them, for the establishment of a
just peace. The Soviet Union cannot regard its obligations to
its Allies in any other way.
It 'should be clear to us that the attacking countries
which fought in alliance with Germany should bear re-
sponsibility for the crimes of their ruling circles. Aggression
and invasion of foreign countries must not go unpunished,
if we really desire to prevent new aggressions and inva-
sions. In such cases impunity, and refusal to protect the le-
gitimate rights of the states which suffered from aggression,
have nothing in common with the interests of a just and
lasting peace, but can only play into the hands of those who
are preparing new aggression in their predatory imperial-
istic interests.
The Soviet Union is one of those countries which work
consistently to establish enduring peace and security for the
nations. This determines the attitude of the Soviet Govern-
ment in questions relating to the peace treaties with Ger-
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